FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION METHODS

CHILD AND FAMILY STUDIES 4650

SPRING SEMESTER 2002

INSTRUCTOR:

Dr. Chloe D. Merrill
OFFICE:

Room 211




Jerry and Vickie Moyes College of Education




McKay Education Building




Department Child and Family Studies




Weber State University




Ogden, UT 84408-1301
PHONE:

626-7110
OFFICE HOURS:
8:00 a.m.-8:50 a.m., Monday and Wednesday or by appointment


8:00 a.m.-8:25 a.m. or 11:15 a.m. to 12:00 Noon, Tuesday and 


Thursday or by appointment

E-MAIL:

Cmerrill@weber.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Preparing students to be Family Life Educators by exploring philosophies, methods, and skills for teaching and working with parents and family members. Prerequisite: ChFam 3550 and ChFam SI3850.

OBJECTIVES:
Upon completion of this course, the student will:

1. Learn the history, evolution, and current issues in family life education.

2.
Explore his/her values and bias regarding issues confronting family life educators.

3.
Learn about teaching methodology using a variety of mediums and current teaching practices.

4.
Provide public speaking and teaching opportunities to practice skills learned.

5.
Assess the educational needs of an individual and group regarding family life education topics.

6.
Design, implement, and evaluate a two (2) session workshop/program on a family life education topic.

7.
Learn to evaluate family life education programs.

8.
Develop and implement active learning experiences.

TEXTBOOK:
Powell, L. H. and Cassidy, D.  (2001).  Family Life Education:  An Introduction.  Mountain View, CA:  Mayfield Publishing 


Company.

Merrill, C.D.  (2002).  Family Life Education: Workbook.  Fine Print Copy Center, 4100 S. Harrison. Blvd, Ogden, UT.

CFLE CERTIFICATION:  

The content in this course is designed to meet Standards 9 and 10, and be a support course for all the standards, for the Certified Family Life Educator (CFLE) Certification 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
Student performance in this course will be evaluated through a combination of papers, active learning experiences, team presentations, workshop lesson plans and presentation, workshop evaluation report, and other miscellaneous assignments.

1.
INTRODUCTION PAPER
The student will write a two (2) page paper on “What is Family Life Education?” or “What is a Family Life Educator?”  The paper will contain at least two (2) references.   This paper will be re-evaluated at the end of the semester, by the student, to see if their ideas have changed.  The paper will constitute 15 points of the student’s grade at the beginning of the semester and the re-evaluation will constitute 10 points for a total of 25 points towards the student’s final grade.

2.
PERSONAL BIAS’S PAPER

Students need an awareness of their own biases toward such things as culture, race, physical ability, gender, and socioeconomic status in order to practice effectively.  Each student will write a paper, answering the questions given for the assignment, concerning their own biases.  This personal evaluation of their biases will be worth 25 points towards the student’s grade.

3.
CHAPTER CLASS DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
The student will type a paper answering the “class discussion questions” at the end of each chapter.  There are eleven (11) chapters total. The questions will be due at the beginning of class that it is assigned.  No questions will be accepted after the beginning of class.  No two students questions should be alike, these are to be individual responses.  Each set of chapter questions will be worth 10 points for a total of 110 points towards the student’s final grade.

4.
FAMILY STUDIES PROGRAM CONTENT/CONCEPT PAPER
Student’s will look back over their pre-core and core course experience within the Department of Child and Family Studies and pull out at least three (3) main concepts they have learned from each course and expound upon them.  This paper will be worth 75 points towards the student’s final grade 
5.
POWERPOINT PRESENTATION
Student’s need to be aware of the educational uses of electronic presentation packages.  The student will develop the basic skills to use an electronic presentation package, specifically PowerPoint.  Each student will make a small presentation using the skills they learn.  This activity will be worth 40 points towards the student’s final grade.

6.
ATTENDANCE

Attendance is considered an integral part of this class.  In order to grasp course concepts and participate in class, attendance is essential.  It is your responsibility to answer to the roll or sign one, if passed around, during each class, as this will be the only means of tracking attendance.  Do not ask for credit for previous classes if you have forgotten to sign the roll or did not let the instructor know that you were present.  Attendance is worth 100 points toward the final grade.

7.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE ASSIGNMENT
During the semesters the students will be given a list of the students enrolled in this class.  The student will need to retype the list leaving space between each name.  They will then think of the nicest thing they could say about each of these people and type it below their names.  Students should no share these with one another at this time.  This assignment needs to be turn in to the instructor on a computer disk and also with a hard copy.  This assignment will be worth 50 points towards the student’s final grade.
8.
ACTIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCE
Students will turn in one (1) Active Learning Experience. Each student will demonstrate their Active Learning Experience.  The student will have 20 minutes to lead the class through an active learning experience.  This will allow the student to demonstrate their skills and add to the class members’ repertoire of teaching activities.  This activity will be worth 25 points for the experience and 25 points for the class presentation for a total of 50 points towards the student’s final grade.

The Active Learning Experience should be outlined as follows:

Your name:

Activity name:

Topic Areas: 

Concept: 



Method: 



Time needed: 


Materials Needed:

Activity: 



Suggestions:

Discussion:
9.
TEAM CHAPTER WORKSHOP PRESENTATION
Students will divide into four (4) teams and be assignment either Chapter 7, 8, 9, or 10 from the text.  Each team will prepare a one (1) day workshop from the assigned chapter using a variety of teaching strategies.  The workshop will be presented to the class on the teams assigned days.  A copy of the lesson plan will be due to the instructor the class period prior to the day of their presentation.  The one (1) day workshop will be evaluated by class members.  This team presentation will be worth 75 points and the self-evaluation/group will be worth 25 points for a total of 100 points towards the student’s grade.

10.
WORKSHOP LESSON PLAN PACKET

Each student will develop a workshop of a family life education topic of their choice using various teaching strategies learned in the course.  This will be a complete lesson plan of what is needed to present the workshop, including outline, content, handouts, etc. Each student will come to class on the assignment day and participate in a peer review of their lesson plan this will constitute 75 points.  Student’s will then rework their individual workshop lesson plan and submit it to the instructor, on the due date, for final grading. The instructor’s grade will be worth 150 points of the student’s grade.  The overall workshop lesson plan will be worth 225 points towards the student’s grade.   Each student will come to class the last day with enough copies of their packet for each class member to have a copy. Please plan financially.

11.
WORKSHOP REPORT
A written report and analysis of the student’s workshop experience in the community including: 1) How the workshop went, 2) Modifications the student would make, and 3) What did the student learn from the experience.  This report will be worth 100 points of the student’s grade.  

The workshop report should follow the outline below:

TITLE PAGE:

Workshop title, when present, number attended, your name, course, date, etc.

OUTLINE OF WORKSHOP: 
This is a 1-2 page summary outline of your workshop.  

REPORT OF WHAT HAPPENED:
Present an overview of how the workshop went.  This is an overview, not a verbatim account.  Tell me what happened in the workshop.  This should be where you set up some of the things that you will report having “learned” in the next section.  This section should be 1-3 pages long.

MODIFICATIONS:
If you had to present the workshop again, what would you change or do differently, to improve the workshop.

WHAT I LEARNED:
Here you will process your whole experience and report key things that you have learned -- about yourself, about the writing of workshops, about presenting, etc.  This should be fifteen (15) to twenty-five (25) short numbered paragraphs of specific things you learned.  Underline and bold the key idea in a beginning sentence, then relate it to your experience in the rest of the paragraph.  The paragraphs should be grouped and organized.

You will be graded on:
•
Well written, organized and attractively formatted.

•
Having presented your workshop and reporting it well.

•
Appropriate suggestions for improving the workshop.

•
Depth of “processing” the experience--What did you learn.

FINAL GRADE AVERAGE:

	Introduction Paper

       1st turn in to instructor

       Re-evaluation at end of semester
	15 points

10 points
	  25 points

	Personal Bias’s Paper
	25 points
	  25 points

	Chapter Class Discussion Questions, 

Eleven (11) total
	10 points each
	110 points

	Family Studies Program Content/Concept Paper
	75 points
	 75 points

	PowerPoint Presentation
	40 points
	40 points

	Attendance
	100 points
	100 points

	Make a Difference Assignment
	50 points
	50 points

	One (1) Active Learning Experience

Class presentation of the Experience
	25 points

25 points
	50 points

	Team Workshop presentation

       Team presentation

        Self/group evaluation
	75 points

25 points
	100 points

	Workshop Lesson Plan Packet

       Peer evaluation

       Instructors evaluation
	75 points

150 points
	225 points

	Workshop Report
	100 points
	100 points

	TOTAL POINTS
	
	 900 POINTS


The student's final grade average will be calculated as follows:  Total points = 900  

The total number of points earned at the end of the semester will be divided by 900 for the course grade.


Grades are distributed by percentage points.

	95-100 = A
	83-86 = B
	73-76 = C
	63-66 = D

	90-  94 = A-
	80-82 = B-
	70-72 = C-
	60-62 = D-

	87-  89 = B+
	77-79 = C+
	67-69 = D+
	60-      = E


STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES (SSD)

Any student requiring accommodations or services due to a disability must contact Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) in Room 181 of the Student Service Center.  SSD can also arrange to provide course materials (including the syllabus) in alternative formats if necessary.
COURSE HINTS AND POLICIES

Students should attend class consistently.  Class will not just be note taking but actual learning experiences will be shared.  Active participation is a must.  Some students attend class but are "psychologically absent".  Participation and questions that add to the course discussion are welcome.  Ask for clarification if you do not understand.  Many times others are also confused and your clarification questions are appreciated.  Read the chapters early in each unit so they can add to the class discussion.  

Late assignments will be deducted 20% of the assignment total points for each class day not received by the professor.

Please turn off all cellular phones and pagers.  They are disruptive to the class.

TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE

	DATE
	TOPICS
	READING
	ASSIGNMENTS

	WEEK 1

	Jan.     3
	Introduction

Active Learning Experience
	
	

	WEEK 2

	Jan.      8
	Why and What is Family Life Education?

Evolution of Family life Education
	Powell/Cassidy, Ch. 1,

Pg. 3-24

Merrill, Pg. 1-4
	DUE: “What is Family Life Education?” Paper

DUE: Ch. 1 Class Discussion Questions

	Jan.     10
	The Developing Profession/Professional

Ethics
	Powell/Cassidy, Ch. 2,

Pg. 25-46

Merrill, Pg. 5-21
	DUE: “Personal Bias’s” Paper

DUE: Ch. 2 Class Discussion Questions

	WEEK 3

	Jan.    15
	Relating Theory to Practice
	Powell/Cassidy, Ch. 3, 

Pg. 49-68

Merrill, Pg. 22-26
	DUE: Ch. 3 Class Discussion Questions

	Jan.    17
	Addressing the Needs of Your Audience
	Powell/Cassidy, Ch. 4, 

Pg. 69-89

Merrill, Pg. 27-49
	DUE: Ch. 4 Class Discussion Questions

	WEEK 4

	Jan.    22
	Needs assessments/ Preassessment/ Prerequisites

Objectives/Goals/Outcomes
	Merrill, Pg.  27-49

Merrill, Pg. 50-76
	

	Jan.    24
	Objectives/Goals/Outcomes

Methods
	Merrill, Pg. 50-76

Merrill, Pg. 77-93
	DUE: Concept/Content Assignment

	WEEK 5

	Jan.    29
	Methods

Motivational Strategies

Workshop/Lesson Plans
	Merrill, Pg. 77-93

Merrill, Pg. 94-95

Merrill, Pg. 96-104
	

	Jan.    31
	Workshop/Lesson Plans
	Merrill, Pg. 96-104
	

	WEEK 6 – 8

	FEBRUARY 2-26, 2002

OLYMPIC BREAK

	WEEK 9

	Feb.      26
	OLYMPIC BREAK

	Feb.      28
	Workshop/Lesson Plans

Questions

Group work for group chapter presentation
	Merrill, Pg. 96-104


	

	WEEK 10

	Mar.       5
	Workshop/Lesson Plans Peer grading
	
	DUE: Workshop/Lesson plans for peer grading

	Mar.      7
	Discussion of Workshops

Group work for group chapter presentation
	
	

	WEEK 11

	Mar.     12
	PowerPoint Presentation

Mac Lab/Education Building
	
	DUE: Workshop/Lesson plans for instructor grading

	Mar.     14
	PowerPoint Presentation (Con’t)

Mac Lab/Education Building

Media Strategies


	
	DUE: PowerPoint Assignment

	WEEK 12

	Mar.     19
	Understanding Group Process
	Powell/Cassidy, Ch. 5, 

Pg. 90-111

Merrill, Pg. 105-114
	DUE: Ch. 5 Class Discussion Questions

	Mar.     21
	Evaluation of Family Programs
	Powell/Cassidy, Ch. 6, 

Pg. 112-126

Merrill, Pg. 115-117
	DUE: Ch. 6 Class Discussion Questions

	WEEK 13

	Mar.     26
	Adapting Programs for Diverse Settings
	Powell/Cassidy, Ch. 11, 

Pg. 206-218

Merrill, Pg. 118-121
	DUE: Ch. 11 Class Discussion Questions

	Mar.     28
	Chapter 7 Presentation
	Powell/Cassidy, Ch. 7, 

Pg. 129-145

Merrill, Pg. 122-126
	DUE: Ch. 7 Class Discussion Questions

	WEEK 14

	Apr.        2
	Chapter 8 Presentation
	Powell/Cassidy, Ch. 8, 

Pg. 146-162

Merrill, Pg. 122-126


	DUE: Ch. 8 Class Discussion Questions

	Apr.       4
	Chapter 9 Presentation
	Powell/Cassidy, Ch. 9, 

Pg. 163-184

Merrill, Pg. 122-126
	DUE: Ch. 9 Class Discussion Questions

	WEEK 15

	Apr.       9
	Chapter 10 Presentation
	Powell/Cassidy, Ch. 10, 

Pg. 185-205

Merrill, Pg. 122-126


	DUE: Ch. 10 Class Discussion Questions

	Apr.      11
	Learning Activities

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)


	Merrill, Pg. 127-130
	DUE: Individual Activities

DUE: Make A Difference Assignment (disk and hard copy)

	WEEK 16

	Apr.      16
	Learning Activities

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)


	
	DUE: Individual Activities

	Apr.       18
	Learning Activities

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)


	
	DUE: Individual Activities

	WEEK 17

	Apr.      23
	Learning Activities

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)


	
	DUE: Individual Activities

	Apr.      25
	Learning Activities

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)


	
	DUE: Individual Activities

DUE: Re-evaluations of “What is Family Life Education” paper

	WEEK 18

	Apr.      30
	Learning Activities

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)


	
	DUE: Individual Activities

	May        3
	Class wrap-up

Share Workshop/lesson plans

Learning Activity packet

Attendance Mandatory
	Merrill, Pg. 131-140
	DUE: WORKSHOP LESSON PLAN PACKET (ONE FOR EVERY MEMBER IN THE CLASS

DUE: WORKSHOP REPORT


