HDFS 3360
Family Life Education and Ethics
Fall, 2006

PROFESSOR: Lane H. Powell, Ph.D.

Office: 507J Human Sciences Tower

Hours:  MW: 1-3:30 p.m. or by appointment

Phone: 806-742-3000, Ext. 291

E-mail: lane.powell@ttu.edu
Class assistant:  

COURSE DESCRIPTION: The examination of two areas of Applied Family Science–Family Life Education Methodology and Ethics— through a problem-based approach, using textual materials, discussion, case study application, research and writing.  The professional aspects of Family Life Education , particularly the Framework for Lifespan Family Life Education and the Certified Family Life Educator program developed by NCFR, will be reviewed.  Students should expect reading and research assignments and a group project program design.  Course hours: 
LEARNING OUTCOMES
1.  Students will develop a comprehensive understanding of the field of family life education as it interacts with issues of professional ethics across the family lifespan.  This includes the history and the current situation for families and professionals who represent increasing diversity of culture and philosophies. Evaluation: successful  completion of 90% of writing assignments on chapters of the text.  
2. Students will gain experience in elements of program design and presentation through problem-based learning and classroom interaction. 

3.  Students will examine personal motivations, biases and strengths and recount how each influences effectiveness as a family life educator. Evaluation: complete in-class  personal assessment tests and reflect on outcome in writing. 
4.  Students will discuss the rationale/value of applying theory and research to practice.
Evaluation:  Written paper addressing these issues must be successfully completed. 
4. Students will examine various approaches to ethical thinking and apply the case study approach to resolving ethical dilemmas.  Evaluation: Students will articulate the difference in moral and ethical development. They will research theories of moral and ethical development and apply them appropriately to program design across the lifespan. 
5. Students will research and develop a program design and evaluation for a specific family population. Evaluation: class presentation of project will be graded as will their research and theory paper relating diversity and ethical issues to the culture group for which the program is designed. 
TEXTS:

1. Powell, L.H. and Cassidy, D. (2006, 2nd edition). Family Life Education: Working with Families Across the Lifespan. Illinois: Waveland Press. 
2. Tools for Ethical Thinking and Practice in Family Life Education. (2004 rev) National Council on Family Relations.
3. Supplemental readings covering areas of ethics and family issues.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1.  Attendance and class participation are crucial for the development of skills – 
65 pts possible 

2.  Read assigned materials and be prepared to discuss during class. –    
         
65 pts possible
3.  Conduct research review on program evaluation


  

50 pts

4.  Develop & present with a partner a program design and evaluation. 
            200 pts
5.  Develop a research and theory paper relating diversity and ethical

 issues to the culture group for which the program is designed. 

150 pts










TOTAL POSS: 
 530 pts


Extra credit: You may receive up to six points of extra credit for outside attendance at conferences, presentations or speaker-oriented meetings on campus. Permission will be required ahead of time in order to count events not announced by me. You must attend and then write up (1 to 2 pp) the content of the presentation in order to receive the two extra points per event.

Grade Calculation
A  = 487-530

A- = 477-486

B+ = 466-476

B   = 439-465
B- =  424-438

C+ = 413-423

C   = 482-412

C- =  382-412

D  =  318-333

F  =  Below 318

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
“Students who need special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations. Students should present appropriate verification from Disabled Student Services, Dean of Students office.” 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: AN ISSUE OF TRUST AND SELF-ESTEEM

What is Academic Integrity?  It is honest student achievement and the promotion of quality teaching and research by the members of the academic community at Texas Tech University.  Academic integrity depends upon a mutually beneficial relationship between students and faculty that emphasizes the desire to maintain trust and honesty (from 8/2001 presentation by the Office of the Dean of Students).

Academic misconduct  “undermines the foundation of an institution’s integrity.” (Kibler, 1998)

More specifically: Academic misconduct is “Any activity that a student may participate in that prevents an honest representation of his or her academic performance.” (From 8/2001 presentation).

• 
taking an exam for another student

• 
altering or forging official documents

• 
paying someone to write a paper to use as one’s own work

• 
arranging to give or receive answers by use of signals.

• 
getting questions and answers from someone who has already taken the exam

• 
copying the work of others with or without their knowledge

• 
padding items on a bibliography

• 
etc., etc.

Consequences for such misconduct can be severe: 

• 
An F for the assignment

• 
An F for the course

• 
Appearance before the disciplinary council

AND THEN THERE’S CLASSROOM CIVILITY . . . .

“Students are expected to assist in maintaining a classroom environment that is conducive to learning. In order to assure that all students have an opportunity to gain from time spent in class, students are prohibited from using cellular phones, eating or drinking in class, making offensive remarks, reading newspapers or other reading material not related to the class, sleeping or engaging in any other form of distraction. Inappropriate behavior in the classroom shall result, at a minimum, in a request to leave the class.”  (From the Dean of Students’ office.)

Thanks for your cooperation in these matters!  Dr. Powell 

DAILY ASSIGNMENTS 
HDFS 3360

Fall, 2006 

M, 8/28 –  Introductions to class members and to field of Family Life Education
W, 8/30 – Read Ch. 1: Why and What is Family  Life Education?  Intros ______________
F, 9/1 –   Ch 1 continued. Intros ______________
M, 9/4 – Labor Day, no class

W, 9/6  - Ch. 2: The Developing Profession/Professional .  Intros __________________
F, 9/8 -  Ch. 2 continued. Intros ______________
M, 9/11 – Ch 3: Relating Theory to Practice.  Intros ______________
W, 9/12 – Ch. 3 continued.  Choose groups for program development assignment.


 Intros ______________
F, 9/15 – No class (Ruidoso Retreat for TechCFR officers)

M, 9/18 – Ch. 4: Addressing the Needs of Your Audience.  Intros ______________
W, 9/20 – Ch. 4: continued.  Intros ______________
F, 9/22 – Ch. 5: Understanding Group Process.  Intros ______________
M, 9/25 – Ch. 5 continued. Intros ______________
W, 9/27 – Ch. 6:  In a Nutshell: Designing your Program.  Intros ______________
F, 9/29 – Ch. 6 continued
M, 10/2 – Ch. 7: Evaluation of Family Programs 
W, 10/4 – Ch. 7 continued. Assignment:  Research review of program evaluation with your target pop area. Oral Reports with power point. 
F, 10/6 – Read Ch. 8: Foundations of Sexuality Education
M, 10/9 –  Ch. 8 continued.
W, 10/11- Read Ch. 9: Approaches to Sexuality Education
F, 10/13 –  Ch. 9 continued. 
M, 10/16 – Ethics in theory and practice: introduction  
W, 10/18 - Read Ethics text:  Tools for Ethical Thinking and Practice in Family life Education
F, 10/20 - Principles and Standards for Ethical Decision - Making
M, 10/23 - Using the case study method
W, 10/25 - Designing case studies.  Assignment: write and e-mail case study to Dr. Powell prior 


to Friday’s class. 
F, 10/27 – Discussing case studies and praxis experience.  
M, 10/30 – Ethical issues related to target populations.  
W, 11/1 – Read Ch. 10: Education for Relationships and Marriage
F, 11/3 – Ch. 10 Continued
M, 11/5 – LP out for NCFR for this week. Reach Ch. 11, 12 and work on program presentation
W, 11/7 – no class
F, 11/9 – no class
M, 11/13 – Discuss Ch 11: Parent Education and Ch. 12: Adapting Programs for Diverse 


Settings
W, 11/15 – Read Chap 13: International Perspectives on Family Life Education
F, 11/17 – Chap 13 continued. 
M, 11/20 – Program design presentation, Group 1
W, 11/22 – no class: Thanksgiving Holidays

M, 11/27 - Program design presentation, Group 2
W, 11/29 - Program design presentation, Group 3
F, 12/1 - Program design presentation, Group 4
M, 12/4 - Program design presentation, Group 5
W, 12/6 – Papers on diversity and ethical issues related to target population due and discussed
Final exam – ​ Dec. 13, 1:30 p.m. 
